PRIMATUR), 


I 


IS. 


Epiſc. 
r 


. R.P.D 
Lond. a Sac 


. Iſha 
Henr 


1CO 


(4 


7, 


Fan. 7. 169 


PRIMATUR), 


I 


IS. 


Epiſc. 
r 


. R.P.D 
Lond. a Sac 


. Iſha 
Henr 


1CO 


(4 


7, 


Fan. 7. 169 


A —T 10:28 


SERMON 


Preached at 


BEFORE THE 


CY ES 


0F THAT (4 


HOSPITAL, 


oO N 
St. STEPHE N' Day. 


——— 


m—— ms 


LON D 0 N: 


Printed for Edw. B2ewſter , and Ric. Chiſwell ; 
at the Crane, and at the Roſe and Crows 1g St. Pauls 


By WILLIAM FLEETWOOD, Rector of St. Auſtin's. | 


Church-Yard. MDCXCI. | 


Ls IT 


e 
y 
$ 
\ 
; 
x 
þ 
: 
? 
,; 


4045 Woo ve fs 


IT ew Seener en” W 


COTE 9 PER 0 RN IBN CE EEE Eine et HE EIDE 3 LE. AT I WILDE 6 I EI ay od hope by ONE III End AY ng? Oath hn es EF A, Nos SY. os (WER 01 Sn Ib WOO Gn of OE IE ALIAS ne OA OO SY = SAPRABIWS as 4 _ " 
EE ae T MX bong ESO Ee Fel - is Fong, + NLIT 3 IO DI a Tb ble i ER A rn RATES ne Tz PUTT ET OIIM ON. - - ESI Oo RE nes _ 
_ Le IR DS 3% 2m * Jv S = by "oy pat Sg JU TOOee C0 / v. 4 : TY LEYa> 3} 0 s Rm _—— na oy St 4 
= ,.40% EE SEFong 1 >, ho : : 4 b) Ra AR ben Ar rae 
wy © EET. , I BAS ER es 
7 F Fo. OR 


No To the! Right Worſhipful » 
Sir Joux Moos, Kt. and Alderman, 
Preſident of CarisT's HoseitaL, Loudon; 


To the Worſhipftul «© 
Marrutgew Hawes, Elq; the. Treaſurer ; 


And to the. Reſt of the Es 
Worſhipful Governors of the {aid Hoſpital. 


Gentlemeg,.. | | 
T Was with great readineſs that I undertook; the 
Preaching of this Annual Sermon, . and it us not 
. with any great reluftance that T ſubmit. to the 
Printing it : 1 propoſe the ſame end, and entertain the 
fame hopes, of doing good by it now,. as I did. then ; 
and ſomewhat the more, T promiſe my ſelf , by . how 
much farther it may chance to. ſpread.  T am loath to 
fay, that the Abſence of a great many Perſons whom 1 
looked for, whom Cuſtome, and the obligation of their 
Truſt ſhould call together on theſe Solemn good Occa- 
fions , might furniſh me with an excuſe for making 
publick this Diſcourſe , if otherwiſe T wanted one : 
For if it be neceſſary men ſhould hear theſe things, 
we muſt” purſue Them when they fly from Ws, and give 
them Opportunities: \ot-:ofi eaprſe , when they will not 
take them in the appomted Seaſons. But 1 hope there 
| ww. 4. 3: A. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

is no need of any Excnfe for dong this. It # an exe 
cellent Subjeft I have taken m hand, and greatly con- 
terns ws all, but thoſe eſpecially whom God hath Bleſs'd 
with great Eſtates. Whether I have treated it well or 
no, will beſt be ſeen by its effetts ; for if that be the 
beſt Sermon, which brings forth the beſt Fruits, it will 
depend entirely upon You, whether This ſhall be a Gocd 
ere or 10, Make it, I mtreat you, in the name of 
God, -as '700d as poſſibly you can ; and let the Poor 
and Needy in their ſeveral kinds, both ſec and feel, that 
you like and love to prattice, as well as read, a Sermon 
pon Charity. 


The God of mercy and compaſſion keep and bleſs yu, 
for your Care and Faithfulneſs, n the diſcharging that 
good Truſt repoſed in you, and raiſe you up continually 
Benefaftors, to ſupport the conſtant great Expence that 
you are at, To the Glory of his Great Name, the Ho- 
nour. of our Holy Church and Nation, and this great 
{ity in eſpecial manner, and to the comfort of his poor 
and needy Servants. 

| I am, 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt AﬀeCtionate, and 


moſt Humble Servant, 


W. FLEETwOoOD. 
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GALAT. vi. 16. 


As we have therefore opportunity, let us do g00d unto 
all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſe- 


hold of Fatth. 


RGA ANT Paulbeingabout to con: 
NL Al clude his Letter to the Ga/itians, 
7 $S& and having heard (*tis very like- 
AQWR, ly ) that the Paſtors of: that 
N88. Church: were much neglected, 
WS JV > LA due and decent liberalitytowards 
ZN JEST the Miniſtry ;. in the 6th Verſe, 
.” Let him that is taught ia the word, 
communicate to him that teacheth, in all good things. A- 
greeable to what he faith, 1 Cor. 9. 11. If we have ſown 
unto you- ſpiritual things, ts it: a great thing if we ſhll 
reap your: carnal things? Do: ye not know,.. That: they 
which . miniſter about holy things, tive of the things of the 
Temple; and they which wait at the Altar, are partakers 
of the things of the Altar? And, leſt -any. one ſhouid 
obje&, that this refers-to the Jew; praftice, and con- 
cerneth not:the Chriſtians ; He adds in the 14th Verſe, 
. Even. ſoihath the Lord ordained , that they which preact) 
the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. . 

And: foreſceing what Excuſes and Pretences nicn 
would make; fome, That their Families were to he 
maintain'd ; others, that they..had not wherew-ithal.: 
and all of them ſhifting it off 


LE 


, 2S well as they could; 
he procgeds in the.7th,. Be not deceived, Gad is not mock» 
| ea : 
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ed ; Don't think it ſuch a light and trifling matter, this 
that I have mentioned : God will not ſuffer himſelf to 
be deſpiſed and mocked 1n the Perſons of his Miniſters : 
He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth 
me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me; 1. &. God, ſaith our Savi- 
our. And tho he may fora while defer his Judgments, yet 
he will one day, in its proper ſeaſon, puni 
tempts and Injuries that are pour'd upon his Servants. 
And leſt they ſhould think that all, that goes beſides 
their own hands, were loſt, 'and ſo {ſhould be withheld 
trom contributing, as they ſhould , and ought to do ; 
Hetellscthem, That whilſt they were doing good, the 
were, in a manner, ſowing, what in time would iſe 
up to a plenteous Harveſt : that it was not thrown 
away, that they advanc'd to this, or any other other 
good purpoſe; that they ferv'd a very Righteaus, and 
a Faithful Maſter, one'that would-nort forget their la- 
bour of love, in miniſtring to good Ends, 'and good 
People; One that was able, and engag'd by frequent 
Promiſes, to make them good amends, and fair Re- 
turns, for all the expence they ſhould be at, on his ac- 
count: and One that on the other hand. would take 
a ſtrit account, how *twas they ſpent the Stock he made 
them Stewards of in this life, how they: employed the 
Talents he committed to their truſt : For what 4 man 
foweth, that (hall he alſo reap : tor, He that ſoweth to the 
F#e{b, He that conſiders nothing but the neceſſities, con- 
veniencies and pleaſures of this life, without regard.to, 
or proviſion for the next ; he thatſeeketh his own only, 
and looks after nothing buthimſelf,- and 'mindeth\nei- 
ther God, nor God's Servants, ſhall of the fleſh reap ror- 
74ption : the Harveſt ſhall be an{werable to 'the Seed 
ſown, he ſhall heap together what ſhallcame at1aſt:to 
nothing. Whereas he that ſoweth to the forrtt, wy" 
livet 
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liveth a ſpiritual life, whoſe heart is with God; whoſe 
choughts are above, and who mindeth heavenly things, 
and whoſe Actions conſequently are guided by God's 
Rule, and accordingly does all the good he can ; this 
Man ſhall, from this Spiritual Seed, reap /ife everlaſting. 
And then by way of encouragement adds, Ard /et us 
20t be weary of well-doing; whilſt we are here on Earth,let 
us be doing all the good we can; let us with chearfulneſs 
and readineſs of mind be exerciſing our Charity to good 
people, and ſowing to the Spirit all we can ; for in duc 
time we ſhall reap. The Apoſtle perſiſts in his Metaphor 
ſill, and diſtinguiſhes the Seaſons of ſowing, and of 
reaping ; Now is the time of ſowing whilſt we live, 
now is the ſeaſon of doing good, whilft Chrift in his 
Goſpel ſhines upon us in this life ; and the time of reap- 


the winds, (hall never ſow ; and he that will, in like 
manner, wait till the world goes well with good men, 
and all things ſucceed to the deſires of the charitable and 
bounteous perſon, before he will do good, ſhall never do 
any good at all ; for men will always be unthankful, 
and the World will always return evil for good : and 
therefore, that we ſhould not be weary of well doing, 
the Apoſtle propounds the greateſt reward mmaginable, 
but in the other World, and that too upori ſuppoſal of 
perſeverance tothe end, —— #f /o be that we faint not : 
tor they who perſevere not to the end, are like thoſe 
fooliſh Husbandmen, who , when they have plowed 
and lowed; proceed no farther, tale no ciye'te cover 
it from the Fowls, or from the- nipping Froſt, or 
fcorchings of' the Sun 3 they have thrown their Seed, 
and Time and Painsaway to bad purpoſe; and {6 do 
they who begin in ſowing to the Spirit, but faint be- 
fore the tins of reaping come. In hopes then of this 
pn 3 B glorious 


ing 15 that to come. S9/omon ſays, that he who obſerveth pc. 15. « 
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glorious Harveſt, - Let 4s," whilſt we have. opportunity, do 
good 'to; all men, bit eſpectally to them who are of the houſe= 
hold of faith,to God's Domeſtic Servants in eſpecial man- 
ner. :In which words we have theſe things to conſider. 


I. The Duty exhorted to, of doing good ; Let us do 
.: Ba0d..:- ©: | 
. II. The extent of this Duty as to Perſons, to all mex 
in-general, but eſpecially to God's Domeſtic Ser- 
vants, eſpecially to the houſhold of faith. 

IN. The time of doing it, whil/# we have oppor tue 
pity. 

IV. od Laſily. The Reward we are to ſet continu- 
ally before our eyes, to the ſtirring us up to the do- 
ing good, implied in the word therefore : He had 
{aid in the foregoing Verle, We {hall reap in due 

time; and in the Text, Therefore, whilſt we have 0p= 
portunity, let us do good to all men. 


Of theſe in their order : and, 
I, Of the Duty exhorted to, Le? #s do good, 
To £0 good, 1s a phraſe of large and comprehenſive 
ſignification, and takes in the whole duty of a Chriſtian 
man, to which we are undoubtedly exhorted in the ge- 


neral ; but in this particular, to do good, ſignifies to do 


atts of charity and beneficence. And indeed 1t is hardly 
poſſible to do good with reſpect to anes Neighbour, 
but that good muſt be a kind of Charity, a reliet or.ſuc- 
cour to-them in ſome particular or other, where they 
wanted it, or elſe it could not deſerve the name of god, 
which muſt have relation to ſome evil or inconvenience 
they would otherwiſe have ſuffered ; and it has ob- 
tain'd by cuſtom, that doing good, and being charitable, 


are phraſes of the ſame importance. And lo it is fre; 


quently 
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quently in the New Teſtament, Is it lawful to do good on 
the Sabbath-day ? ſaith our Saviour, when he was cu- 
ring Diſeaſes, Mark 3, 4. Te have the poor with you al- 
ways; when you will, you may do them good, Mark 14. 7: 
Charge the rich, that they do good, x Tim. 6.18, But to 
ao zood, and to communicate, foreet not, Heb. 13.16. 
And that doing good in this and in all ſenſes, indeed, is 
the general duty of usall, is not only plain from Rea- 
{on and Scripture, but acknowledged and confelſs*'d by 
all the World, | | | 
When a man1s the ObjeCtt of this Charity and Good 
himſelf, then he ſees nothing fo clear and evident, as 
that all mankind are by Nature obliged, and urged by 
Reaſon, and compelled by Scripture, to ſhew that 
Charity, and do that Good he finds he wants; and he 
thinks the man injurious to him, that refuſes him what 
he ſtands in need of, and the other could ſupply with- 
out his detriment and loſs. And when the ſcene chan- 
ges, and he himſelf becomes the party applied to, he 
does not plead rhat he isnot oblig'd to relieve the diſtrel- 
{ed Supplicant , but makes excuſes of his inabilities, 
and ſeems concern'd that he wants the power to anſwer 
to his will, And whether mens Excuſes are good or 
' bad, whether their wants be true or pretended ones,isno 
great matter here; they ſerve alike to ſhew, that in 
Reaſon and Conſcience all men are, and hold them- 
ſelves oblig'd to do all the good they can.- - So that there 
needs nq proving the reaſonableneſs and neceſfity of 
mens complying with the Exhortation in the Text, Lez 
us dopood. ee. 1, 
One might alſo, if there were occaſion, enforce this 
matter farther, from the conſideration of the pleaſure, 
and the profit too, that attends the practice of doing 
Good. There is nothing fills the mind with more con- 
B 2 tent 
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tent and fatisfaftion, than afting agreeahly to natural 


Light, and to the Rules of Reaſon: There is a ſecret 
Joy, moreover, ſprings up in the heart, at helping of 
a-fellow-creature, in reſcuing Humane Nature from 
the wrongs and miſchiefs that it ſuffers in our Brother : 
There is.an innocent and pleaſing kind of pride in being 
luperior to the evils that afiQ another ; and it makes 
up a triumph in the mind, to free that other from them. 
There is nothing, ina word, that is more pleaſing in 
contrivance and deſign, nothing more grateful and de- 
lightful in the ating, nothing that leaves a ſweeter 0- 
dour after it, and raiſes more complacence in the mind, 
and glad remembrances, than doing good. Neither 
is the profit any whit inferior to the pleaſure, as might 
be ſhewn at large from ſeveral Heads , it it were ne- 
ceflary. Trather chuſe to pals on to the Second thing 
iO be conſidered ; 


1. The extent of this. Duty of-doing Good, which 


15 t0 all men. | 

The Galatians were in danger of Judaizing 1n their. 
PracGtices-as well-as DoQtrines, 7. e. of loving none bur 
themſelves and Countrey-men. The Jews were grown 
{ſof@amous for this churliſh and uncharitable temper, that 
the Heathens took great notice of it. They would not 
fo much as dire&ta Wandring-Paſſenger into the Right- 
way , nor ſhew a Thirſty Traveller a Fountain where 
he might refreſh his Thirſt, unleſs he were a Jew or 
Proſelite. And our Saviour ſkems to hint at this, when 
he tells them who their Neighbour was, L«ke 10. 3o. 
where he diſcovers. this ill-natured practice,. by the 
Prieſts and Levites paſſing by the Stranger, who were 


bothof them Jews, and informs.them, they muſt leave 


oftthoſe unneighbourly, upgenerous and narrow No- 
| tions, 
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tions, and muſt do good to all mankind, as it came in 


their way ; and not imagine that the Jews alone were 
the Neighbours intended by God, when he command- 
ed them, to love their neighbours as themſelves, And 
it is with this proſpect that St. Pauladviſes the Galatians 
70 do good toall men; not to ſuffer themſelves to be led 
away by the example of the cloſe and and narrow- 
hearted Jews; but to account that all that wanted their 
aſſiſtance, had a right toir, by virtue of that zirle of 
Haut : That our Saviour had commandeJ them, not 


only to do good to thoſe they loved and were beloved 


by, but to thoſe that curſed, hated, and defpitefully 
uſed them ; That they mizht be the Children of their Fa- 
ther which ts in heaven, who maketh the ſun to riſe upon the 
evil and good, and ſenaeth rain on the juſt and unjuſt. 
Not that they ſhould make no difterence and diſtin& 


alike to all ; for that cannor be the meaning of the 
place, which is contradicted in the next words, but eſpc- 


cially to thoſe of the houſhold of faith; But that no Nati- 


on, Party, or Religion, ſhould exclude mentrom theix 
charity, if their wants had made them objeQs of it : 
That all mankind was fitted for their love and pity, and 
was to partake of 1t in time and place convenient, not- 
withſtanding his Opinions in Religion, difference of 
Nation, PraQice, or Belief : That People's wants made 


them ObjeQs of Charity, and not their Agreement in 


Opinion, or their being of ſuch a Party. And there- 


forc he that would be Charitable,muſt relieve the wants- 


of the Neceſlitous, whoever they were, as it came in 


his way. When therefore he exhorts us to: do good to - 
all, he only means that no one ſhould be abſolutely ex- 
cluded and incapacitated ſrom receiving banctit, when- 


his conditioncalls tor it,, and ours will bear ghe doing 


cr 
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it. He does not hereby make void the difference and 
diſtintion that the Laws of Nature, Nations, and 
Religion, have already made, and ſuch as are certain; 


- nor {uch as by unfortunate accidents, or unforeſeen, 


or unavoidable calamities, are become ſuch. The calls 
of Nature muſt and will be heard firſt, and no Laws 
cen or will ſuperſede them : And the Poſitive Laws of 
God are to be heard next, and next to them the Laws of 
the Land : and after theſe are {atished, men are left to 
govern themſelves by the rules of Prudence and Di- 
icretion,by the AﬀeCtions of their Minds.and the Exam- 
ples of wiſe and good People. It would be tedious to 
recount the Particulars that are to be preferred in doing 
good ; I willonly give a wordor two, to the inſtance 
St. Panl uſes here, e/pectally to thoſe that are of the hauſe- 
hold of faith, becauſe ſome men are not ſo well ſatisfied 
in this Particular, as in the reſt. But the reaſonableneſs 
of this will appear, 1. From the prattice of all Times 
and Nations, conforming to each other, and agreeing 
in this, That the Prieſthood was to be provided for 
apart, and that it was to be maintained 1n. honour 
and efteem: Where-ever there has been People, 
there has been Religion, ſuch as it was3 where- 
ever there has been Religion, there have been 
Perſons conſecrated and ſet apart from Secular Em.- 
ployments to attend its ſervice ; and where-ever it has 
been ſo, there was a maintenance provided for them at 
the Publick Charge. 2/y. It was ſo by God's Appoint- 
ment with the Jews. 31. It was ſo by Chriſt's Appoint. 
ment under the Goſpel, as appears from the Paſſage 
before cited by St. Pa»/, 1 Cor. g. 14. Even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained, That they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 
of the Goſpel. And tho St. Paul himſelf work'd for his 


. Living ina Secular Employment, and ſome perhaps at 


that 
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Do 


that time with him ; yet the:caſe was fingular; and he 
choſc to do lo for particular'ends and purpoſes he had, 
and argued ſtrongly in behalf of others proviſion, tho 
he made no ule of it himſelf: And there has been no 
other Inſtance fince his time, of any Church-man that 
hath taken up a protels'd Employment or Trade to live 
by, without great Scandal to the Church, and againſt 
Its Rules and Canons, No People, till of late, ever 
thought it decent to remove from the Shop to the Pul- 
pit : None from the days of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
till ſome years ago, have dar'd-to ſay with them, 7 hat 
all the Conoreeation were holy, every one of them, and the 
Lord amon them, in the lenle of rhoſe deplorable Suf- 
ferers. 4:hly, The Canons of the Church have not only 
forbid them taking up any Trade or Calling, but the 
Laws of the Lind have made it highly Penal for them 
{o to do,Feven to the taking ofa Farm to rent, which yer 
15 one of the molt innocent, and leaſt ſcandalous ways 
of living, amongit us. Laſtly, Tho this ſhould be per- 
mitted them, yet the way of Education that 15 abſolute- 
ly neceſlary tothe accompliſhing and fitting People for 
the Miniſtry, does perfectly unqualize them for any 
other Employment; and the time that 15 neceflarily 
ſpent in the duediſcharging of that Ohice, will afford 
them but little !eiſure to attend any other gainful one. 
Theſe Reaſons, whoſe Heads I have on'y mentioned, 
with a great many others that ealily occur to any think- 
ing perſon, may be ſufficient to ſhew the reaſonable- 
ne!s and equity of St. Pau''s remembring the Ga/atians, 
hat in their doing 00d to all men, they ſhould have a more 
eſpecial regard to ſuch as are of the houſhold of faith... 
But tho the Apoſtle's Argument do neceſlarily re- 
quire, That by the Houſhold of Faith, be here eſpecial'y 
meant the Paſtors of the Church, and them that teach : = 
7, thoſe 


INuinb. 16. ;. 
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thoſe terms do alſo comprehend the whole Chriſtian - 
Church, all the body of Believers, as oppoſed to the - 


Prophane Gent#es, and to the Unbelieving Jews; and 
then the words are to be taken 1n this ſenſe; You are 
in danger to be taught by the Fews, with whom I find 
you frequently converſe, Thar al! your Charity is tobe 
tied to one Nation, and confined to People of the ſame 
perſuaſion ; but this is too narrow: a Notion of the 
Chriſtian Charity, which is deſigned to enlarge mens 


hearts, and to extend their love and kindneſs over all 


the world ; the Commands cf Chriſt, and conſequently 
his Apoſtle's Exhortations are, That Chriſtians ſhould 
do good to all mer; but that where a preference can be 
made, without offence to Charity, it be made 1n behalf 
of Chriſt's Servants; If there come a competition be- 
twixt a Few, a Gextile, and a Chriſtian, and the Me- 
rits and the Wants be equal, the preference ſhould be 
made in favour of the Chriſtian, in honour of our Lord, 
and to the encouragement of his Religion. And the 


ſame reaſon there 1s, that in our diſtributions among 


Chriſtians, reſpe& be had to thoſe that are the beſt, 
that behave themſelves more devoutly towards God, 
and carefully and honeſtly towards their Neighbours, 
where the diſtreſs is equal, and the neceſlities alike ; 
for the better people are, the nearer relation they have 
to God, and the higher Offices they bear, as it were, in 
God's Houſhold, and conſequently have a better title 


tothe benefits exhorted toin the Text, To them eſpecially 


that are of the houſhold of faith. 


Thirdly, Here is the Time expreſſed of doing this 
good, namely, whilft we have opportunity. Tet a little 
while is the light with you, walk while ye have the light, leff 


aarkpneſs come npon-you ; for hethat watketh in aarkmeſs, 


ſaith 
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in the light, that ye may be the chiltiren of light, ſatth our 
Saviour, Joh. 12. 35. Gzve glory to the: Lord your God, 
ſaith the Prophet, Fer. 13. 16. Before he cauſe darkneſs, 
and before your feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for light, he turn it into the ſhadow of death, 
and make it groſs darkneſs. I muſt work (ſaith the Lord 


of Day and Night himſelf, John 9. 4. ) the works of 


him that ſent me, while it is day, the night cometh whey wo 
an cay work, There is a Light, anda Day, anda Time 
given us all, to work out, our Salvationin, to do the 


| Will of God, to perform his Commands, and to per- 


fect the bulineſs 1n, he ſent us hither for. And behold (as 
St. Paul ſays, 2 Cor. 6.2. now tis the accepted time, behold 
now is the day of ſalvation. The Light and the Day is 
this life, andthe place 1s zhis world, and it is now, and 
it i5 here, that we muſt walk in the ways of God, and 
do the works of his Commandments. Now while 
we live, 1s the time of making matters ſure; now is 
the only opportunity of doing good, which if we once 


ler ſlip, there is no more recovering it ; for there is xo xc, g, 10. 


wiſdom in the prave,lairh Solomon;and he that goeth down 
thither, ſhall come up no more to his houſe, neither ſhall his 


pluce knov him any more, ſaithJob7.9.Since then it is agreed 


upon at all hands, That it 1sall our Duties to doall the 
good we can, as we have opportunity, and that we have 
no opportunity of doing ic, beyond this life. Why'is not 
doing good, the conſequence of theſe twoPremiſes? How 


comes it that men know the neceſlity of doing it,and the 


benefit of it when done,and the time allotted them to do 


it.in,ang yer chere 1s ſo little done ?: The reaſon, I think, 
is this, 1hat men promiſe to themſelves ſtill better op- 


portunities than che preſent time, they think, affords 


them : They put the execution of their good Purpoſes” 
£ | C off 
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oft from day to day, and. imagine that a more conve- 
nignt feaſon will preſent it ſelf 5 That to morrow and 
the next day may produce ſome new-matter,and change 
the circumſtances of things to their advantage ; and 
waver about in theſe uncertainties, till Life ir ſelf, the 
great Opportunity,is unexpectedly cut off, and all their 
thoughts periſh: Whereas if they were as wile in this, 
@ inather matters, they would rather argue thus; 1 
find | amobliged by Nature, Reaſon, and Religion, and 
{ Gad be rn. ) by my own inclinations, to do. all 
the good I can ; and know affuredly withall, that the 
good to bedone by me, is'to be done in this life, while it 
pleaſes God.to cantinue me in this World ; and becauſe 
f can't poſſibly tell how long I have to live, and what is 
like to be the number of my days, and that every day 
produces ſome ftrange inſtance of the uncertainty of 
Fife and the —_ - Death, therefore I muſt put 
my'deſigns of doi , In execution Preſently, for 
= [ ſhould be — : my delires is datons 
may prove abortive, if I defer them any longer ; there- 
fore my Purpoſes ſhall be, as ſoon as poſſibly they can, 
Performances. Can any Premiles be plainer ? Can any 
confequence be juſter and: more reaſonable than: this ? 
E muſt do good whiltt E have opportunity, but T can't 
tell how-loag this opportunity may laſt, or when it will 
end ;; I am only ſure of the Prefenttime, that which I 
have inpoſfeon is oaly mine ; therefore if I will ſecure 
7y. ſelf, I muft doaltche good I can immediately, and 
whilt the time is.in my hand; the time to come is. 
none of mine; I am not Maſter of rhe enſuing Year, 
ngx can command the Month that*s entring : If I bid the 
Moejning. haſten, or the Evening flacken its pace, be- 
caule that I intend to-do ſome good, they neither hear 
nor mind me, but proceed according to appointment, 
and: 
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and each of them may find-me «old ant) fedfteſs,, and 
incapable of either doing, or receiving any farther good 
in'this world. And therefore wheh' St. Par! adviles 
do good whilſt we have opportunity, he adviſes us to do it 
as {60h as poſſibly we can, and-that we lole no Oppors+ 
tunity by delay : Ic may otherwiſe happen to us, as it 
did to the poor man that promiſed himſelf ſuch eaſeand 
pleaſure iti the enjoyment of the Fruits and Riches he 
had treaſurd up ; Thor fool, this night ſhall thy ſoul be 
required of thee, and then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which 
thou haft provided ? We frame a great many fine -pro- 
z jects in our heads, contrive abundance of good deſighs, 
£| and intend to do the Lord knows how muclicharity ; 
7 but the Sentence paſſes out from God upon us, and cuts 
| us of in the mid({t of all our Purpoſes, and what is then 
. become of all our good intentions? We are: gene to-a 
; place where great account will be had of all the good 
we attually have done, and would have' done, if we 
had had bur opportunity , bur little or none at all will 
be had of that which vaniſhed in deſign, and went n6 
farther than the Brain, But thatmay not be the worſt 
in ſome caſes, where we fhall give account for all rhe 
Abilities and Opportunities we had of doing good, but 
over-ſlipt or quite neglected. - 
But Secondly, There is an Opportunity of the W314, 
a5 well as Tizze, which muſt be taken hold of5' for tho 
rheOpporcunity of Time may be continued to a' man, 
yet the Will and Inclinaction may | be changed : The 
Will, we know; isvery uncertain,and tacks about with 
every new Variety of Accidents ; the Inclinations alter 


with and wirhout reaſon, as they {ſee convenient ; and 
he-rhar promiſes ro hinelt” ar this time, - that Six 
Months hence he wiil have the Mind andInchnation to 
doſich ambluch things; underſtatds his Temper buts 
TILT C 2 little, 
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lirfle, and is but indifferently acquainted with the in- 
conſtancy of humane Nature, and the deceitfulneſs of 
his own Heart. He may beſure enough indeed, that 
if he be then of the ſame Opinion he 15 now, that he 
ſhalt'do the things he now reſolves on ; but, for ought he 
knows; his mind may be then averſe from the purpoſes 
he now makes ; and therefore if they are good, he had 
beſt fulfil them in their propereſt ſeaſon, which is Vow, 
when Time and Inclination meet and are agreed. The 
Mind (Ifay) is humorous and fantaſtick, tols'd up 
and down in great uncertainty, and even the graveſt, 
fobereft and moſt neceffary Reſolutions, are oftentimes 
perverted:by. the moſt inconſiderable and trivial acci- 
dents, and therefore we mult ſtrike in with the Inclina- 
tions preſently , and not permit the deſigns of doing 
go00d;: to cool and grow.remils. 
\ 'Sometirnes it happens that the mind is warm'd with 
ſome unuſualſupernatural Heat, and is ardently enfla- 
med with the deſire of doing good, and it looks like an 
Impulſe from Heaven ; bur it it be not preſently com- 
plied with, it returns no more, but vaniſhes. Some» 
times a'man returns from Church, and the Sacrament, 
and ſometimes riſes from his Prayers, or from reading 
or hearing an affe&tionate Diſcourſe ; ſometimes 1s 
ſeiz'd upon the ſudden, with a heart full fraught with 
godly Purpoſes, charg'd with good Intentions, and 
excellent Reſfolves ; he finds himſelf ſenſibly affe&ed 
with what paſſed, ſees the reaſonableneſs and the neceſ- 
ſity of changing his courſe, and doing all the good he 
can, whilſt he continues in this world ; but returning 
to his Buſineſs and Employment, entertaining his 
Friends and Gueſts, repeating the News, giving Orders 
to his Servants, reſolving to proſecute one Aﬀair to mor- 
row, and another the next day, and ſo on, the de- 
| ſigns 
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ſigns of doing good begin to wear out of his mind, 
and all thoſe thoughts periſh; and if by accident they 
are again A the next good Opportuaity, they 
have ſtill the ſame fate to dye abortive, for want 
of being preſencly complied with, and exerted into 
good As. So that he who intends to follow Saint 
Pauls Advice of doing good whilſt he has opportu- 
nity, muſt by all means reſolve, to attend to the mo- 
tions of his heart, and to take himſelf, as it were, in 
the good humour. 

Thirdly, There is alſo an Opportunity of Power, to 
be complied withal, and without which the Others ſig- 
nify bur little; for Men may have both 7:4 and 11,41 
to do good, that have not the Opportunity of Po ver, 
And indeed it is often ſeen , that when men have 
Time and Power, they want the Will; and when they 
have Will and Time, they want the Power : if there- 
fore they would be ſecure, they mult do it when they 
are able. Not that any one ſhall be blam'd or puniſ}h'd 
for not doing good, when he has no power of doing it, 
but for omitting it, whilſt he. had the power ; for not 
doing it before he was diſabled. And the reaſonable- 
neſs of complying with the Exhortation in the; Texr, 
whilſt we have power, depends eſpecial:y on the un- 
certainty. of humane- Aﬀairs, and the inſtability of all 
Conditions. - If a man will patronize the Innocent, 
prote:the Weak, detend the Poor and Fatherlefs, and 
{ee that ſuch as are in need and neceſlity have right; if 
he will corre& the Diſſolute, reſtrain the Oppreſlor, 
and proſecute the wicked and malicious Perſecutors of 
the 1njur'd Poor, he muſt do-it whilſt he is a Judge 
and Magiſtrate, and. has the power and, opportunity 
in his-hands, for elſe his Pity comes too. late, when his 
Power is gone : and his love of: Juſtice, and deigns of 
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doing ir, end in imperfett wiſhes. Ando it is inthe 
deſigns of Chatity of all forts; They muſt be brought 
to eftets, they muſt be accompliſh'd while we have 
abilities ; for many are the ways, and ſudden are the 
accidents, that dilable men from doing good. As eve- 
ry Element contributes to the enriching, {ſo it does to 
the impoveriſhing of People; and every little thing that 
makes for, does alſo ſometimes make againſt a Man ; 
and it is hardly poſſible for an Accident that is exceeding 
favourable to one, but it muſt alſo have anill aſe on 
another, or thar one Kingdom ſhould flouriſh mightily 
without ſome others decaying. So that the uncertain- 
ty of mens continuing in a proſperous ſtate, ſhould be 
an argument to haſten them on to doing good, whilſt 
it continues, and not as it is commonly made, a pre- 
rence for v ithholding Chariry ; Men make it an excuſe 
for doing none at all. They ſee ſomany fad Accidents, 
ſo many Families reduced to beggery and want, ſo ma: 
ny Storms and Tempeſts on the Seas, fo many Inunda- 
tions and Firesat Land, that though they are at preſent 
enabled to do good, yet they can't tell how Tong.it will 
beſo with them, and thereforethey forbear. Whereas 
for this very reaſon, they ſhould do whar good: they 
could immediarely. - Their Eſtates, they ſay, are ex- 
pos'd to a great many ſad Chances; Yes, they are, 
rhereſore, ſay I, ſecure ſome part of them from all 
Chance ; ſecure them in the bowels of-the Poor; ſecure 
them with the bleſſing of God3- Put them into his Pro- 
reQtion, and then they will be fafe : make tim your 
Bondſman, and he will be reſponſible, Had you ra- 
ther truſt the Seas with all you have, -than God with a 
very littte part?” Is it fafer in a Board:twoinches thick 
withina yard or two of rhe devourint' Sea, and expog'd 
to the fury of a Storm, .than\under theproteCtionof the 
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Almighty ? Is it ſafer, think you, where it may be- 
come a prep to Fire and Thieves, than where no Acci- 
ders or Men can reach it? But whar if Peoples Fears ' 
fhould come to paſs? whar if all they had ſhould indeed il 
be conſumed by Fire, or taken away by Villains ? f 
Would the loſs be greater, for having givenaway ſome ! 25 
portion of it to the Poor ? Would it not rather comfort is 4 
; one, to think that ſome was ſaved, and ſaved fo very 8. 
F well? But what lamentable Excuſes muſt a man be 
| forced to make on theſe accounts ? I would do no good | 6: 
when I could, becauſe | was afraid I might, by chance, FT 
- be diſabled from doing tn. Why, what's the difference ; 
3 betwixt chuſing to: be diſabled, and being made unable 
J by accident ? but that one is 4 fault, an the other 4 
; misfortune, and you choſe the fault, and are fallen into + | 
- the misfortune ? I would do no good when I could, be- 4\F2 
2 cauſe 1 was afraid; of what ? that I might come to We 
want my ſelf Then put theſe things rogerher. 7 
was afraid of relieving others wants, leſt I ſhould come to 
be reliev'd my 'felf. Well, but now you are b2come an 
Obje&t of Charity, by ſome of the Accidents you ſo 
much dreaded, and who ſhall help you 9 Who ſhall af- 
ford you that reltef that you denied to others, for very 
fear you ſhould be forc'd to ask your ſelf ? Don's you 
perceive thatthe Judgment of Gad hath overtaken you 
in this matter, and that you are caught in your own 
Snare, and that the very fear of' falling; into miſery 
your felf, ſhonld have made you charitable to another, 
which yet you made the reaſon why you were not ſo? 
] refus'd to do good, when I was able, but now T- 
wowld, and cannot : this 15 the beſt chat can be faid b 
you-; but how are you afſur'd of this, that you would,. 
if you-could, do good? You remember the time when: 
you cauld, and would not; and you remember the _ 
On- 
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ſon which hindred you, 7. e. the uncertainty of- mens 
Conditions, and the inſtability of Humane Things ; 
and ſince that reaſon 5 not like to mend upon your 
hands, why ſhould you think your mind would not be 
the ſame again, in the ſame condition? And therefore 
lie that refuſes to do good , becauſe he is afraid of evil 
times, and ſad miſchances, is a miſerable Man, whe- 
ther thoſe times and chances overtake him or not. -If 
they do not, he is a miſerable man, that does no good 
when he is able : and if they do overtake him, then he 
is miſerable with a witneſs; firſt, 1n being depriv'd of 
what he lov'd to dearly ; ſecondly, in the fad remem- 
brance, that whilſt he had his Riches, they were uſe- 
leſs to him, and hedid no manner of good with them. 
Whereas, on the contrary, If the Charitable man, by 
God's permiſſion, fall into misfortune ; 1t he, that has 
in his time been good to thoſe that wanted, come by 
{ad miſchance to want himſelf, he does not only find 
mankind ready to pity and relieve him, but he has the 
greateſt eaſe and ſatisfaction in the World about him, in 
his mind : He remembers that whilſt he was Poſleflor of 
his Wealth, he did what good with it he could, and 
that the Needy ſhar'd with him. He can rejoyce with 
Fob in his Affliction, Fob 29. 12. Becauſe I delivered the 
poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him that bad none 
to help him ; the bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh 


' Came upon me, and I cauſed the widows heart to ſins for. 


1059. It intitles him to the hopes of receiving benefit 
from others;it makes his State not halt ſo troubleſowe,in 
freeing him from the remembrance that would plague 
him, if he had neglefted doing good whilſt he had Op- 
portunity ; But now being well ſecur'd of that, he is 
able to ſay with comfort, Whilſt I had it, I us'd it as 
] ſhould ; and now 'tis gone, no more will be expe- 
Ep. Cted ; 
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Qted ; The”Lord gave, ' and'ithe Lord hath reben away, | 


bleſſed be the.name of the-Lord. Theſe are the ſenſes in 
which this Phraſe, Wh: we have opportunity, 15 to be 
underſtood : We muſt do good, whilſt we have time, 
when we have will, and whilſt we are able : Before 
God cuts us oft by: death, whilſt our Inclinations are 
bent that way, and for fear we fall into misfortune, 

and become unable. t 
Laſtly, To the encouraging us to the doing all the 
good we can, we have the reward we are to ſet cont!- 
nually before our eyes, implied in the word therefore. 
Let us not be weary of well- doings, for in due ſeaſon ws ſhall 
reap, tf we faint aot : Therefore whilſt we have oppor tu- 
nity, let us do good to all men. The praQtice here ex- 
horted to, is Pleaſant, Profitable and Neceſfary : the 
Time we have todo it in, is very ſhort, the Will 'in- 
conſtant, and rhe Opportunities not many. 'Tis a 
thing we like exceedingly whilſt doing, and as well 
when done; We ſhall all of us wiſh one day, we had 
attended: to this matter; and they that have done 
moſt, will wiſh they had done yer more ; and they 
who have done little or none, will wiſhthey had done 
nothing elſe. ' Ir is that which makes us think on the 
time. pait with eaſe and comfort, and on the life to 
come. with hope and pleaſure. The Day of Trouble, 
and the Day of Death, are the *two proper times to 
try the uſe and excellence of things, and friendſhips 
in, and in both theſe times there is nothing ſtands a 
Man -in more anddetter ſtead, than'the remembrance 
of his Charitable :A&ts. The Soul is then exceeding 
buſie, and looking out continually for what may give 
it eaſe and quiet; and finding all external Succours tail, 
turns and deſcends into it ſelf, and there revolves the 
Actions of the life paſt, to find what has been done thac 
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it-can faſten on, and can abide by.: what is.can feed up- 


oti at-preſent:with content, and'what afford a comforta- 
ble proſpe& for the future. The Splendors of the life 
paſt , the pompous gay Appearances the : Man hath 
made, the mighty Friendſhips and Dependencies con- 
trated, the honourable Viſits: given', and: had ; the 


great Entertainments, the numerous Trainof Servants. 


and Attendants, with all that goes along with, and 
that follows a magnificent Luxurious Fortune, do then 
afford but little ſatisfaction to the mind, upon Refle- 
Qtion : It rather wiſhes that thoſe things had never 
paſt : There isfearat laſt, and ſome ſuſpicion, due to 
che menagery of that lite ; it was a ſtate of danger, lia- 
ble to the diforders of exceſs and wantonneſs, and to a 
oreat deal of folly and vanity at the beſt; And if it ſca- 
ped theſe Evils, yet *tis gone, and a man is never the 
' better for all that's paſt. Even the neceſſary Proyi- 
ſions made for Children, Wife and Family, do but 
barely content the mind at: preſent, and free it from 
the perplexity that would ariſe from the thoughts of 
teaving thoſe it lov'd, in want : but the recolleQting 
this, creates no new or extraordinary complacence in 
the mind::. theſe are not the things it cares to. dwell 
on long, or feeds upon with pleaſure. But the remem- 
brance of its AQs of Charity is zhat it lives upon, haz 
it perpetually rolls about, and zhz# it turns to every 
moment. The Tables that have been-ſpread for the 
Poor, the Portions that have been ſent out. to the hun- 
gry, the Drink that has reliev'd the: miſerable thirſty, 
the Cloaths that have been made for , and beſtowed 
upon the Naked ; the Counſel, Vitits, and the helps 
that have ſupported thoſe in Priſon, theſe things are 
fed on with delight, theſe fill the heart with pleaſure 
and contentment.theſe cool the ragings of the Fever,and 
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ſupport'theweakne(s of Conſumptions,, and abate the 
pains of our acute Diſeaſes, . and make mens Beds in all 
their Sickneſſes. So that there is no one thing beſides, 
that is fo much its own reward in this life, that begets 
a man more good will, that makes more Friends, thar 
creates 2 gttater eſteem, that fits men for the aſſiſtance 
both of — and the Neighbourhood, that ſtirs 
and provokes the Prayers of: all that'want, and all thar 
ſee and hear of it, and pulls down Bleſſings from the 
Throne of: Grace, than this kind, benign diſpoſition, of 
doing good to the Poor ; nothing that is {o faithful an 
Aſſiſtant in the days of Sorrow, and of Sickneſs, and 
the hour of Death, as the doing AQts of Charity, and 
the ſhewing mercy tothe Needy. The very pleaſure 
and the profit of doing good, are of chemfelves an ar- 
gument of mighty force, to draw men to the doing it ; 
but when we have the Promiſes of God, the Hopes of 
Heaven and everlaſting Happineſs, propos'd for our 
encouragement, what is there that can ſway againſt 
theſe powerful Motives ? 

I have now done with the Text, and have ſhewed the 
reaſonableneſs and thernecefſity,together with the bene- 
fits of complying with its Exhortation. Ir remains that I 
ſet before you an Example too, and then conclude. 

I am perſuaded, Gentlemen, that the memory of 
Thi Lay, upon whoſe account we now meet, is much 
more dear and precious in vour mind ; and that I do 
her greater Honours, when I tell of her good Works of 
'Charity that ſhe hath done, than if I could, without 
thoſe Works, recount abundance of her other Qual:- 
lities, and Titles. It would be, methinks, but a very 
poor thing for me to be able to tell you, that ſhe was 


 defcendedof Great Anceſtours;and married very honou- 
_ rably, and had s great many lovely Children, and kept a 
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mighty ſumptuous Table, made moſt magnificent En- 
tertainments, and wore a world of fine Jewels, and 
went in the richeſt Habits of her time, kept I don't 
know how many Coaches, and Liveries without num- 
ber. Tam ignorant of all, and any of theſe Particulars ; 
but were they all true, I ſhould be nothing forward to 
recount them : I ſhould think I dealt-more. kindly by 
her Memory, and better anſwered her Intentions in our 
meeting here, to ſay ſhe left a Shi#inzg to the Poor, nay 
but a Pexay to relieve ſome hungry Creature. But 
greater was her Charity, and greater be her Praiſes, I 
am to read 


A (Long and Glorious)Catalogne of the CharitableGifts 
of the Lady Mary Ramſcy, which are Tearly Paid by 
the Governors of Chriſt's Hoſpital, owt of M-ans 
which (he beſtowed npon it, for theſe Godly Ules. 


I ſhall not ſo much as ask of you the patience of hear. 
ing it. It would affront your Goodneſs and Religion to 
miſtruſt it. i 

Thus 1t-begins : 

To the Maſter of Peter-Houſe iz Cam-9y /. 5s. &d. 
bridge, towards the Maintenance of _ 40.00 © 
Fellows, and Four Scholars, yearly, | 

Towards the Maintenance of Twelve 
Scholars, Six in Cambridge, azd Sa 40 00. 0G 

_ 7n Oxford, yearly | 


Theſe two Particulars may look, perhaps, to. ſome, 
rather like Works of Munificence than Charity: If it 
were ſo, they are full as uſeful, and full asnecefſary as 
the other : But indeed they are works of great Charity, 
greater than you can eaſily at the firſt perceive. There's 
many a very hopeful man loft , for want of.. better 

Maintenance at the Univerſities ; for want of _ - 
Ss bf, 
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ſubſiſt there longer than their poor allowances will ler 
them ; for want of Books, and other neceſſary Encou- 
ragements of Study ; without which, the Mind is 
crampt, and forced into a narrow and illiberal way of 
Thinking , and all that generous, ſprightly Vigor of 
Soul, which might have form'd and ccmpaſs'd Noble 
Purpoſes, ſinks41ntol:ttle trifling aims of getting Food 
and Raimentr, and jult living. And had there been but 
more ſuch Benefactorsto thoſe Places, like this Lady, 
I may venture to ſay, a great many Churches, at a 
diſtance, would be better ſerv'd, and many who are 
now objefts of pity, and reproach, might have be- 
come the Ornaments and Honours of the Nation. 

Towara's the maintenance of a Free Gram-P 1. s.. d. 

mar School, at Halſtcad ;z Eſſex, be-g 20 00 oo 
ſides Repairs ;, Yearly, 

Tawards the Maintenance of a Free Wr1- 

ting School iz Chrilt's Hoſpital ;> 20 oo os 
Yearly, 

The Benefits of Education are too great to be quite 
torgotten here, and too well kaown to be infiſted long 
upon. Nature brings forth the Creatzre, bur Educati- 
on makes the May: Weare born Rea/onable, but whe- 
ther we ſhall reaſon m«/l or ///, depends upon our bring- 
ing up, and upon that the whole felicity of our life, It 
is not to be expetted, that whilſt we are Children, we 
ſhould love theſe advantageous Gifts, and praiſe their 
g00d Deſigners and Beſtowers ; but *twould be-very 
hard, ungrateful, and unkind, if when we are men, 
and feel the Benefits, we {hou'd be backward to recount 
theſe Works with Praiſe and, |! onour. -----—= 

Towards the Curing of Maimed Soldiers) 1. s. &@. 

in the Hoſpital of Se. Bartholomew, 10. CO CO 


Yearly, wi 
j 
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This is truly, and moſt properly tobe, with Job, eyes 
to the blind, axd feet to the lame, W hat can be nobler ? 
What moreJuft ? Than that they who have hazarded 
their Lives and Limbs for the Safety and the Honour of 
their Countrey, and brought a mangled Body home, 
the ruins of a man, ſhould find fome Place of Com- 
fort to retire to, to alwage the ſmarting of their feſter- 
ing Wounds, and have or Wine, or Oyl, or Balm pour- 
ed on them by ſome good Samaritan? She is this goo. 
Samzritay, that harh compaſſion on thele {tripr and 
wounded Creatures; that brings them to this Inn, and 
here takes care of them. Ifay, with our Saviour, to 
you every one, Go and do thoulikewiſe. 

Towards the Relief of the Poor Priſoners z l. 5s. a. 

ia Newgate, J.Ludgate, OS? IO CO 00 
azd th: Poultrey Counters ; Tear ly, 


Whatever People now-a-days may think of this 
Piece of Charity, as needleſs, or as 1ll beſtowed, yet 
when the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy 
Angels with him, and ſhall ſit upon his Throne, and before 
him all nations ſhall be gathered; then they ſhall change 
their mind, but change it to no purpoſe. Ther ſhall the 
King ſay to them on his right hand, Come yebleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kinzdom prepared for you, from the 
foundation of the world : for I was an bungry, and ye gave 
2e meat ; I was thirſty, ana ye gave mearink ; naked, and 
ye clothed me ; Iwas ſick, and ye viſned me. Priſoners, 
alas! have all theſe needs, and in a very great degree, 
and therefore are included certainly. but not included 
only, but particularly mentioned 3 I was in priſon, and 

ye came unto me: Where by coming, muſt be meant 
coming to purpoſe, coming to cheer the aflited, com- 
fort the diſtreſs'd, raiſe the diſconſolate, by good ad- 
vice, and friendly admonition ; but certainly coming to 
relieve 
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relieve them in their ſeveral neceſſities, as is plain from 
the reafon of the thing it ſelf, as alſo from the Duties 
and good Offices 'tis join'd with, To thoſe who think 
theſe offices of viſiting, and comforting, and helping 
Priſoners, 1ll beſtowed, and time ill ſpent, I leave the 
reading of the reſt of that Chapter, Mat. 25. from the 
41/7. to the 46th werſe; where they ſhall meet with 
that lefr-hand Sentence that at laſt will overtake them. 


Towards the Releaſing of Poor Men andy l. Ss. d. 
Women out of the ſeveral Priſons inLon-> Jo co oo 
don, and Boroueh of Southwark; Tearly, 


This was a Wiſe, as well as Good Lady ; ſhe knew 
this Gift was much more profitable to the Common- 
wealth, than the other, and therefore trebled ic. When 
mens Misfortunes hive reduced them to that lamenta- 
ble Place, its great Charity to keep them there from 
periſhing by Cold and Hunger ; bur it is greater far, to 
getthem out again, both to the. Publick, and Particu- 
Jars. The King has loft a Subject, the Government a 
Hand, the Corporation, perhaps, an uſeful Member ; 
but, to be ſure, the Family has loft the Means of its Sub- 
ſiſtence ; the Wile has lofther Head, and the Children 
a Parent and Provider; and F:ve or S/x perhaps are 
bleſt ina R-/-afe, where Oze alone is profited by Alms 
in an Dypriſonment. 1 will not dqubt b.it the had alſoa 
regard in this, tothe Priſoner's Spiritual Concern, to 
the benefit of his Soul alſo; for I fear the nature and 
condition of thoſe Places of Confinement, were in her 
days too like to what they are 1n ours ; the lictle Ima- 


ges of Hell, not only in their Chains and Darknels, 
but in thoſe dreadful Oaths and Execrations, thoſe ra» - 
ging Blaſphemies and Prophanations of all chings ſa-. 


cred, with all the curſed train of Lewdnefles, and hor. 
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rid Immoralities, imaginable. Oh cis a fearful uſe 
they make of their AfiiQtions : There's many a man, 
they ſay, goes in both Juſt, and Honeſt, and Religious, 
bur unfortunate, that comes out, or abides therein, at- 
ter ſome time, a Fiend incarnate, a Devil in Humane 


ſhape, prepared for every fort of Villany; and there-. 


fore, even inthis re{pe&t, it is a mighty piece of Chart. 
ty, toreleaſe a Priſoner betimes, to lead him out of that 
Temptation, and deliver him from that evil. 


Aaed M-n, and Ten Poor Widows, withe 60 o0 ov 
their Apparel, yearly, 


When Tabithi, full of Good Works, and Almideeds, 
which {he did, was dead, and Peter was lent for to her, 
the Widows ſtood by him weeping, and ſhewing hin 
the Coats that Dorcas made, whiltt ſhe was with them, 
Theſe Widows were themſelves the Living Monu- 
ments of Dorcas's Charity, and thought the Coats and 
Garments ſhe had made, and ordered to be made for 
them, and other poor, the moſt prevailing Argument 
ro move the Apoltle to Compaſſion, and the moſt ho- 
nourable mention they could make of their deceaſed 
Miſtreſs; and ſo indeed it was. It was neceſſary in 
thole days, to magnifie the Power of Chriſt in his Apo- 
{tles, and to confirm the truth of his DoEtrines by Mi- 
racles, and therefore Tabitha muſt be raiſed from the 
Dead. We cannot raiſe this T abirha from the Dead : 
We are not the Apoſtles Succeſſors in Miracles and 
mighty Works, butonly in the ordinary ſtanding Mi- 
niſtration of the Word and Sacraments : But we can 
tell you, She ſhall live for ever ; this is the Way to 
Heaven, and this the Gate of Righteonſnels, by which, 
through Faith in Chriſt, and by the Grace 'of God, 


_ She 
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She made her Paſſage to Eternal Happineſs, and God 
ſhall raiſe Her up Glorious and Immortal, to live and 
Reign with him for ever. Nor ſhall Her Memory fail 
on Earth, you Living Monuments, Succeſſion of her 
Charity, ſhall raiſe her from the dead in all mens praiſes 
and eſteem, and you ſhall cauſe this righteous One to be 
had in everlaſting remembrance. 


Towards the Relief of the Pariſh of Chriſt-? /, s, ad. 
* Church, yearh, C O2 10 O09 
To the Poor of the Pariſh of Saint Peter's 
Poor, yearly, ; wy 00-05 
To the Poor of Saint Mary Wolnoths, yearly, oz 00 os 
To the Poor of Saint Andrews Under- 
ſhafr, yearly, 


I hope ſome of you will think theſe are ſmall Sums, 
and that the neceſſities of the Poor require and call for 
greater; they do ſo, and when you have thank'd and 
prais*'d God for this Lady's Gifts, then add your own, 
and make up what is wanting. 


C 0J OO OO 


For two Sermons to be preached, yearly, O2 O00 O00 


It will not become me here to ſay much to this. I have 
already ſaid ſomething in explaining the Text, which ic 
{cems,the Deceaſed Lady both underſtood and practic'd. 


Paid more by the ſaid Governors out of theg 1. 5s. 4d. 
Means by her given this year, above e 80 00 oo 


T he total Sum paid yearly by the ſaid Govern. 324 10 o0 


I have now done with this good Catalogue; IT wiſh it 
would have held, at this rate, an hour longer. I have 
read it by deſire,and in courſe, according tothecuſtome, 
on this Day, on which the Church celebrates the Mar- 
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trraom of Stephen, whoſe ſtanding Office was the mini- 
ration of Charity, and providing for the Poor. Burt, 
I hope, you don't come here co hear it only in 
courſe and cuftome. There's no body can think a Lady 


of fuch goodneſs could be fo vain, as to appoint two 


Sermons, purely ro get a crowd of People round, to tell 
the Charities, and ſing the Praiſes of her. No, there 
was Charity defign'd by that, but it was Charity to 
thoſe that ſhould be Hearers. She was in hopes that 
her Example would: excite ſome others to the ſame 
oo0d Works, for Examples are of mighty force ; we 
ee too much of 1t 1n bad ones., and ſurely the good 
may have /ome influence. She was in hopes, that 
ſomething - might be ſaid , by chance, or by. deſign, 
that rs: A awaken ſome to the exerciſe of that good 
Grace, which all men think ſo excellent and neceſſary, 


and all men like ſo well in ohers, Don't then defeat - 


ſuch good and reaſonable hopes ; but if what I have 
{aid, {hall nothing move you, yet let her great -Ex- 
ample ſpeak, and ſpeak-to purpoſe. Order the mat- 
ter ſo; that this /a/f Gift may be as well beſtowed as 
any of the reſt, according to her good Intentions, which 
cannot be, without your imitation of her, in ſome kind 


or other. Take home this Catalogue with you, and try. 


tocopy after it. You'll hardly find a wiſer.It will become 
your Willsand Teſtaments much better, than a great ma- 
ny /tems that are there. You give your Souls in your 1-- 
primi, generally, to a very good place, but you take no 
care to provide good Works to help them thither : you 
beſtow your 'Bodies very decently, commonly , but 
ſome of theſe particulars. would make them {mellmuch 

ſweeter, and ſend out a more fragrant odour. 
We. could ftrew much ſweeter, and much 'finer 
Flowers upon the Dead, if. their Wills were better _ 
| than 
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than commonaly. they are; if they would take ſome 
care, to have ſomething of Religion in 'them more 
than bare words. How can the Rich and Wealthy of 
this World, begin their Teſtaments ſo ſolemnly, 1z 
the name of Goa, and never think upon him aiter- 
wards? How can a Chriſtian Man beſtow a Hundred 


thouſand Pounds upon his Son, upon his Nephew, or 


the Lord knows who, and little or nothing on the 
Poor ? The H/:fe mult be left with a mighty Joyn- 
ture, all her Jewels, Plate, and abundance of Ready 
Money, by which ſhe learns to forget him ſooner, and 
becomes the eaſier prey. The Daughter mult have a 
prodigious Fortune, that ſhe may fall into the hands 


O of luſiful Villains, and make it worth their while to 


venture upon violence, and death; or elſe be married 
purely for her Money, and be for ever miſerable. The 
Sou muſt have wherewithal 'to reproach his Father's 
meanneſs and frugality, and make him aſhamed to own 
his Lineage and Deſcent ; but enough, be ſure, to ſpoil 
his care and-induſtry, and enough too frequently to 
make him dye a Beggar. And it thele are wanting, 
the Nephew muſt have all, that the Parext (no, the 
Uncle) mayn't be faid to have taken all thoſe pains, and 
made himſelf a Slave, and miſerable, for nothing, with- 
out-an Heir to leave it to. For what a lamentable thing 
would that be, to the poor man's Aſhes, if it ſhould not 
be ſaid by the Neighbourhood, that ſuch a one left his 
Nephew forty, fifty, or a hundred thouſand Pounds, al- 
though heneither wanted nor deſerv'd it ; but norhing' 
ta the Poor,. tho they did both ? There muſt be Fami-- 
lies, I know, ,and muſt be diſtinctions, and there:mult. 


be proviſion made for all thefe. particulars, but the. 


Poor muſt not be ſo forgotten.as-they are; they muſt: 
came 1n for a ſhare, or all the reſt will want its bleſſing. 
be <2 And 
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And:don't you think *cis ſafer, and much better, to ſe. 
cure-the main, by beſtowing a little well ? Believe it, 
Gentlemen, you are not ſo much: Maſters, and abſolute 
Lords of your Eſtates and Wealth, as Stewards of God's 
Houſhold : Now Stewards. muſt be found faithful, as 
St. Panl ſays, and mult. diſpenſe theſe Goods according 
to their Maſter's will- which he hath oft expreſs'd, ſhall 
be, in part, among. his poor-and..needy Servants, and 
then 1 leave the-Application to-your ſelves.  _.._ -* 
Remember ( to conclude.) That our doing Ads of 


- Charity, is neceſſary ; remember that the time of doing 


them is ſhort, bur the Reward of then when done, 


_ eternal. Wecannot ſow. long, but we ſhall reap the 


truitsof it forever ; we cannot always do good Acdts 
of Charity, but we ſhall always be receiving everla- 
ting Recompences. For the beſtowing of a little fa« 
ding Riches here, we ſhall lay up Riches in abundance, 
for the time to come ; we ſhall exchange the Treaſures 
that are here ſubje& to a thouſand chances, for thoſe 
in Heaven, ſecure in God's hand; for the want of a 


little convenience, or ſome ſuperfluities of life, we ſhall 


be ſatisfied with more than we can ask or think of. 1 
will end all with the Charge of St. Pax/to Timothy, i. 6. 
17.-— and in Timothy to Me, andall the Miniſters of 
God's Word, —= Charge them, —and in obedience 
to that Saint's Command, ---- I do charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they be ready to give, and glad to dt- 
ſtribute, laying up.in ftore for themſelves ( ſure you like 
that) a good foundation, againſt the time to come, that 
they may attain eternal life. Which God of his Infinite 
Mercy bring us all ta, for Chriſt his ſake, who for our 
ſakes became poor , that we through him might be 
made Rich. To whem, &*. + 08 
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